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that of non-Hispanic Whites. In addition, 60
percent of the population in Puerto Rico de-
pend on Government health care programs.

The proposed cuts in funding for Medicaid
and Medicare therefore pose a disproportion-
ate threat to the health of the Puerto Rican
population. Although President Clinton, in
budget negotiations, has forced them to mod-
erate their demands, the Republican leader-
ship in Congress still proposes to slash the
funding for Medicaid by $132 billion and Medi-
care by $270 billion. These cuts will force the
elimination of health care services, such as
dental care, physical therapy, and nursing fa-
cilities for children.

In addition, because Puerto Rico is a com-
monwealth of the United States, it does not re-
ceive funding at full parity in Government pro-
grams. Funding for Medicaid is at one-tenth
the amount that Puerto Rico would receive if
it was treated equally. This is not a statement
in opposition to the commonwealth status, nor
an expression in support of statehood or the
independence of Puerto Rico. But it is a fact
of disparity. Although Puerto Ricans are U.S.
citizens, they receive a much lower share of
Federal funding for Government programs
than that which is allocated to programs for
U.S. citizens who live in the United States.
Reductions in funding would further jeopardize
access to health care for Puerto Ricans.

The high incidence of HIV/AIDS infection
among heterosexual drug users is a growing
epidemic that requires special assistance in
our community. In addition to the growing
need to increase the access to medical serv-
ices is the urgent need to provide culturally
sensitive services to our community. Many
providers do not have bilingual personnel or
programs that identify with the culture of our
community.

In short, low utilization rates of medical
services, lack of prenatal and post partum
care, low birth weights for infants, high infant
mortality, and inadequate child immunization,
are all indicators of a community that it is
highly underserved.

We need to pursue a pro-active health care
agenda which would provide coverage for the
vulnerable population, the elderly, the poor,
pregnant women, children, the medically dis-
abled, and the working uninsured. We also
need more effective outreach efforts to inform
our community of the availability of health care
services.

Community-based organizations which al-
ready provide culturally sensitive medical serv-
ices could be one of the catalysts for increas-
ing the access to adequate health care in our
community. In addition, we need to increase
the participation of the Puerto Rican commu-
nity in the medical field by providing Federal
scholarships and other programs that would
enable our students to pursue careers in
health professions. We should also provide in-
centives to educational institutions to develop
scholarships for our medical students.

Slashing the funding for Government pro-
grams that are often the only source of health
coverage for the poor will pose higher health
risks to a population, such as ours, which is
already disproportionally lacking access to
medical services.

I would like now to ask the members of the
panel to talk more in detail about the health is-
sues which are afflicting our community.
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Mr. BORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of the outstanding contributions of
Theodore Zubar to the Boy Scouts Organiza-
tion and his community during his 60 years of
service.

As a strong advocate for the Boy Scouts
and the Philadelphia community, Theodore
Zubar has greatly influenced the lives of many
people who have been fortunate enough to
know and work with him during his remarkable
career.

In 1929, at the young age of 12, Ted began
his long and prosperous career with the Boy
Scouts. Six years later, Ted became the as-
sistant Scoutmaster and by the time he was
24 years old he was appointed Scoutmaster.
With his hard work and loyalty, Ted continued
to move up the ladder with the Boy Scouts. In
1947, he was elected Neighborhood Commis-
sioner and held that position for 12 years.

By 1955, Ted organized the Troop Commit-
tee which operated various committees in
North Central and Woodland Districts of Penn-
sylvania. As the Boy Scouts continued to
strengthen and grow, Ted became the assist-
ant district commissioner of the Scout Round-
table until 1963 and then presided over the
Troop Committee for the next 20 years. Con-
tinuing his commitment to the Boys Scouts Or-
ganization, Ted took on the responsibility of
Scouting Coordinator until becoming a mem-
ber of the Frontier District Advancement Com-
mittee and the Frontier District Dean of Merit
Badges where he still is a member today.

Ted’s work for the Boy Scouts not only ex-
tends here in the United States but throughout
various parts of the world as well. He has
spent much of his life as an ambassador of
Scouting for the Boy Scouts and has visited
Scout organizations in Zimbabwe, Australia,
and Europe. For over 60 years this man has
epitomized the Scouting spirit in Philadelphia
and throughout the world.

Although Ted’s vision and loyalty with the
Boy Scout Organization summarizes his excel-
lent accomplishments, he also extended a
helping hand to those unfortunate children in
the Philadelphia community as well. Being ac-
tive in his community for over 50 years, Ted
became a Lu Lu Temple Shriner and a mem-
ber of the Quaker City Shrine Club—Hospital
Committee for the Crippled Children in 1977.
As a member of the Greater Philadelphia
Stamp Club, he distributed stamps to the Ben-
jamin Franklin Stamp clubs in Philadelphia’s
Public Schools. These are only a few exam-
ples where Ted has brought joy to hundreds
of unfortunate children and people within his
Philadelphia community.

For these accomplishments, and most im-
portantly, for the positive effects that these ac-
complishments have had on the people asso-
ciated with the Boy Scout Organization and
his community, I would like to recognize and
thank Theodore Zubar.
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
congratulate Mrs. Cora Sweatt for being
named as the 1996 Tennessee Mother of the
Year. This indeed is a great honor and one
which Mrs. Sweatt should be very proud to re-
ceive.

I believe that if we are going to remain a
strong country in years to come, we must
strengthen the American family.

Mothers are special individuals who sacrifice
a great deal for their families and especially
their children, and often times they are not
recognized for their hard work and devotion. I
am proud to see that my home State of Ten-
nessee has taken the time to honor a woman
like Mrs. Sweatt. She has had great success
at balancing many critical responsibilities for
the family and even has taken time from a
very busy schedule to serve the community as
well.

I believe that true success is achieved by
those who strive for excellency. I want to ex-
tend my congratulations to Cora Sweatt for re-
ceiving this honor.

I request that a copy of the article that ap-
peared in the Daily Post-Athenian on Friday,
March 22, 1996 honoring Mrs. Sweatt as 1996
Tennessee Mother of the Year be placed in
the RECORD at this point so that I can call it
to the attention of my colleagues and other
readers of the RECORD.
CORA SWEATT NAMED TENNESSEE MOTHER OF

THE YEAR

(By Anissa Hicks)
A local woman has achieved one of the

highest honors in Tennessee.
Cora Beasley Sweatt of Athens has been

named the Tennessee Mother of the Year by
the Tennessee Mothers Association of Amer-
ican Mothers, Inc.

The selection was made from portfolios re-
ceived by the Tennessee Mothers Association
from organizations, churches and civic
groups across the state in response to a
statewide appeal for groups to nominate wor-
thy mothers.

Sweatt was named Athens’ Mother of the
Year during a Chamber of Commerce Ban-
quet in January. The award was sponsored
by the Athens Area Chamber of Commerce
and the chamber sent information they com-
piled on Sweatt to the state.

The people nominated for state Mother of
the Year had to exemplify the qualities of
the ideal mother, based on activities, char-
acter, and achievements and success in
rearing her children, as evidence of a happy
home with a loving husband by her side, re-
affirming the importance of spirituality as a
key to strengthening family life.

From these portfolios of the life of the
mother, a jury composed of leaders in reli-
gion, education, business, government and
child rearing select the 1995 Tennessee Moth-
er of the Year, who then represents Ten-
nessee in Nebraska at the American Mothers
Annual Conference in April.

‘‘It’s hard to believe I was chosen for this,’’
Sweatt said. ‘‘To say the least, I’m deeply
honored and very happy.

‘‘I’ll do my best to represent the state of
Tennessee as Mother of the Year,’’ she said.
‘‘I hope and pray I’ll represent the state in a
positive manner and carry out the purpose of
American Mothers, Inc.’’
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